














 our students can: 
• answer multiple choice 

• answer short answers 

• reading graphical texts 

 

 our students need support with: 
• summarizing 

• inferring 

• making connections 

 

 

 







WHAT is the 

OSSLT? 

•The OSSLT is a provincial test of literacy (reading and writing) skills 

students have achieved by Grade 10.   

•Total testing time is 2.5 hours which is divided equally between 

Booklets #1 & 2 with a 15 minute break between booklets. 

•(IEP and ELL students are granted extra time) 

Reading Sections: 

Informational  (225-250 

words) 

• Paragraph 

• News Report 

Narrative (225 – 250 words) 

• Dialogue  

• Real-life narrative  

Graphic  (less than 150 words) 

Types of questions: 

• multiple-choice  

• open response (6 lines each) 

Writing Sections: 

Long writing tasks: 

• News report (1 page)  

• Series of paragraphs expressing 

an opinion (2 pages) 

Two short writing tasks (6 lines 

each) 

Multiple-choice questions 

• Developing a main idea with 

supporting details 

• Organizing ideas 

• Language conventions 



Continue working together to address 
specific skills: 

• summarizing 

• inferring 

• making connections 

• extracting explicit info. 

• critical thinking 

• problem solving 



 Explicit classroom instruction of Reading, Writing 
and Critical Thinking skills across disciplines 

 Literacy Continuums – focus on the skills which 
are addressed in each grade/level 

 Literacy Room 138 – additional support, resources 

 Collaboration with the Student Success and 
Support Teams, ESL Department, Transitions 
Team, and Administration 

 Professional Development opportunities – at the 
school and board levels i.e. OCA, DLRT 

 



 After School Literacy program – 2 classes 

 Literacy “Blitzes” (practice material) in all 
grade 10 classes 

 Embedded literacy skill development in 
Learning Strategy and ELL classes 

 Specialized literacy classes for previously 
eligible students throughout the school day 

 Literacy Show Case at school front door 

 Staff training for OSSLT preparation and 
administration 

 



 Track your child’s progress 

 Assist with homework and organization 

 Encourage the use of an agenda/organizer 

 Talk to your child about topics they are reading 
and discuss the main ideas  

 Examine a wide variety of “texts” (words, 
images, different mediums) 

 Communicate with your child and your child’s 
teachers about their learning 



 
 Visit EQAO | OQRE 
 Click on the Parent link and then scroll down to the 

OSSLT link (past practice material) 
 

 Visit the TSS website – the literacy link has many 
resources, tips and links for reading, writing and 
the OSSLT 
 

 Contact Martha Bazos, Literacy Teacher and ESL 
Department Head and/or TSS Administration 

http://www.eqao.com/

